
Northwest Texas Conference Lay Organization 

May 2018 Volume 4, Issue 3 

NWTC Lay Organization 

Newsletter 

Special points of 

interest: 

• NWTC Lay Organiza-

tion Annual Day of 

Training 

 

Inside this issue: 

Workshop Facilitators 2 

Linda Brown Tribute 6 

Massacres, Murders, 
Mayhem  

7 

Security Matters 8 

Financial Freedom 9 

Overcoming Grasshop-
per Complex 

10 

Black Lives Matter 11 

Keeping Sacred Spac-
es 

12 

NWTC ANNUAL DAY OF TRAINING 

The NWTCLO Annual Day of Training will be 
held on Saturday, May 5, 2018 at the Wayman 
Chapel AME Church, 407 E. Avenue D.,  
Temple, Texas.  
 
As always, the expectations are high and we  
aspire to have the most amazing training that we 
have ever had. Our initiative is now and shall  
always be to keep our laity trained, informed and 
inspired. 
  
Our President,  Roosevelt Ellis, Jr. along with 
Director of Lay Activity Frank Ingraham have 
put together a program that is relevant to the 
needs of the Northwest Texas Conference. The topics and panel discussion were  
formulated by the Northwest Texas Conference Lay Organization. It has always been 
a vibrant day of learning, fellowship and worship and we look forward to a great day 
this year. 

 
Schedule 

 Continental Breakfast    8:00 am   -   9:00 am  
 Registration      8:30 am   -   9:00 am  
 Devotion     9:00 am   -   9:15 am  
 Workshop I     9:15 am   - 10:15 am  
 Break            10:15 am   - 10:30 am  
 Workshop II           10:30 am   - 11:30 am  
 Break            11:30 am   - 11:45 am  
 Workshop III           11:45 am   - 12:30 pm  
 Lunch            12:30 pm   -   1:30 pm  
 Panel Discussion    1:30 pm   -   2:30 pm  
 Worship Service    2:30 pm   -   3:30 pm  



Session Facilitators for the 2018 Annual Day of Training 
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Born and raised in Bay City, Texas, Ava Knapp Parker’s strong faith in Christ 
was nurtured at Tyree Chapel A.M.E Church.  She later moved to Houston, 
Texas and united with South Wesley A.M.E. Church where she has been a 
member for over 30 years.  Ava is a member of the Texas Conference Lay Or-
ganization, currently serving a Director of Public Relations where she success-
fully developed the first ever Conference Lay Organization website in the 
Tenth Episcopal District.  Previously serving as Conference President, she was 
instrumental in the Texas Conference implementing the successful Christian 
Night Out.  Ava is active on the Local, District of the Annual Conference, Epis-
copal District and Connectional levels of the church and Lay Organization.  
Connectionally, she has served the church as a delegate to the General Confer-
ence for several quadrennials, a member of the Strategic Planning Committee, 
Group Chair for the Revisions Committee, member of the Compilation Com-
mittee and Co-Chair of the Tenth Episcopal District’s host committee for Bien-

nial 2005 for the Connectional Lay Organization. She is currently a member of the General Confer-
ence Commission Ava’s professional career has been spent exclusively in the Workers’ Compensa-
tion   industry.  After working in the industry in several capacities, she retired in 2015 from United/
Continental Airlines where she was employed for eighteen years as a Manager and Sr. Staff Repre-
sentative of Workers’ Compensation Claims.   

                                     
AVA KNAPP PARKER 

 
 
 
Sergeant Thomas is a veteran who served in the United States Army as a Com-
bat Medic. He went on to serve the Bell County Sherriff’s Department for 24 
years. He is currently an instructor at the Protective Services Department of 
Central Texas College.  

SGT. JOHN THOMAS 
RETIRED 

 
Candace Martin was born and raised in Albany, GA.  Ms. Martin began 
her professional career by enlisting in the US Navy almost two decades 
ago.  She worked over 20 years in management in the private sector and 
eventually became an English teacher.  She now serves as an  
Assistant Principal at Temple High School.  Ms. Martin has been a 
faithful member of Anderson Chapel African Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Killeen, TX for the past three years where she has served in 
the Women’s Missionary Society.  Ms. Martin has currently served as 
Secretary in the Lay organization for the past three years. 

CANDACE MARTIN 
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Panel Discussion Members for the 2018 Annual Day of Training 

Reverend Ayonna D. Johnson is known to be passionate about ministry, 
driven to advance the Kingdom of God and determined to make a differ-
ence. Rev. Ayonna graduated Cum Laude from Hampton University ob-
taining a B.A. degree in Liberal Arts, with an emphasis in graphic de-
sign, and a Minor in Marketing. On July 15, 2005, at the age of 22, Ay-
onna answered her call to preach with the words “Yes Lord, I will and I 
can”.  In March 2012, She was ordained an itinerate elder in the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. On June 2, 2012, Ayonna Johnson com-
pleted all of her requirements in obtaining two Master Degrees in Divin-
ity and Clinical Counseling. Blessed by God on November 7, 2004, Ay-
onna unknowingly met the one God had been preparing her heart for, 
Rodrecus Johnson, Jr.  Alongside her anointed black love, God blessed 
them to be married on June 21, 2008. Through their union God enlarged 
their territory in 2009 with their oldest son Rodrecus Maurice Johnson 
III. In 2013 when doctors were preparing them for the possible death of 
their unborn child, God was increasing their faith by preparing a mira-
cle with the birth of Christopher Addison Miracle Johnson. Rev. John-

son empowers others to never stop expecting greater from God because He is able to do  exceeding 
and abundantly above what our minds can imagine and what our eyes have already seen.  

 
Rev. Hatten has been a lifelong member of the AME Church. He was very 
active in the YPD at Grace Temple AME in Corsicana, TX. He joined St. 
Paul AME Church in 1973 under the pastoral leadership of the late Rev. 
James Anderson. Several pastors have blessed me and my family at St. Paul 
over the years including Presiding Elder Lawrence Emanuel, the late Rev. 
Willie Morgan, Rev. Reginald Houston. He was licensed to preach in 2008 at 
St. Paul AME Church, Waco (Rev. Dr. George Johnson, Jr.-Pastor & Rev. 
Dr. Marshall S. Hobbs, Sr.-Presiding Elder) both are still positive influences 
in his life and ministry. In 2011, he was appointed Pastor of Bethel-Hearne by 
Bishop Gregory G.M. Ingram. Bishop Vashti Murphy McKenzie  reassigned 
him to Trinity AME, Waco where he presently serves as pastor. After gradu-
ating in 1978, he was hired to teach Social Studies and English at Sul Ross 
Six Grade Center in Waco. In 1980, he transferred to Provident Heights Ele-
mentary and taught Physical Education for ten years before attending and 
graduating from Prairie View A&M University with a Master of Education. 
He served as an assistant principal at four different schools (Alta Vista, 
South Waco, North Waco and Bell's Hill) before receiving his assignment as 

Campus Principal at J. H. Hines Elementary. “It was an honor to serve the East Waco Community 
as the Hines Principal from 1998 to my retirement in 2011,” he graciously comments. He is mar-
ried to Lucia and they have three children: Christopher Dwayne, Archie Lee, IV, and Bianca 
Renee; and five grandchildren. 

REV. AYONNA D. JOHNSON 

REV. ARCHIE HATTEN 



Bro. Clarke was born in Lee County near the “big city” of Dime Box, TX. 
He graduated from Phillis Wheatley HS and attended St. Phillips College 
and Trinity University, all in San Antonio, TX. He retired from the U. S. 
Air Force in 1964 (Electronic/Avionics) after 21+ years and Raytheon Co-
operation in 2001 as a Production Manager and Industrial Engineer after 16 
years. He and his family moved to Waco in 1985 and joined St. Luke AME 
Church in the same year. He became active in the church as a Steward, Fi-
nance Committee/Statistician, Male Chorus, Van Ministry, Usher, Lay and 
Men Ministry. Previously he served as Treasurer of the Paul Quinn District 
Lay and Director of Public Relations for the NWTXC Lay Organization. 
He was selected as a delegate to the AME Church General Conferences and 
Lay Biennials. He was also selected as  Central Texas Literacy Coalition 
volunteer of the year 2014 and served as a 5th grade math tutor at JH Hines 

Elementary School in Waco, TX. He was honored as Lay person of the year 
and Presidential Trailblazer Award for the Northwest Texas Conference Lay 

Organization. Presently he serves as an Usher, Steward Pro-tem and Finance Committee Statistician 
and treasurer for the Lay and Usher at St. Luke AME Church. Serving as President of the PQD Ush-
ers, Treasurer for the Northwest Texas Conference Lay Organization, Northwest Texas Conference 
Ushers and Greeters and the Waco – McLennan County NAACP. 
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VERNON R. CLARKE, JR. 

 
 
Rev. Silas Swint hails from Sandersville, Georgia. He retired from the 
United States Army as a Sergeant Major.  He married the lovely Mrs. 
Mildred Swint and they have three children and eight grandchildren to 
occupy any spare time. Rev. Swint obtained his Bachelor’s Degree 
from Mary Hardin Baylor.  He also studied at Fuller Theological           
University. He has been an educator with Killeen Independent School 
District for eleven years with nine years served at Ellison High School. 
He has pastored several churches in the Southwest Texas Annual           
Conference’s Austin Capital District.  Currently, he is the proud pastor 
of Adams Chapel African  Methodist Episcopal Church in Harker 
Heights, Texas.  

     REV. SILAS SWINT 



 
 
 

Deon Gordon is the Tenth Episcopal District   
Young People’s Department President. 
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Mrs. Sherry Williams was first employed as a Public Health Nurse, then as the    

Director of the Public Health Nursing Division, and currently serves as 

the Director. She received a Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing from the 

University of Mary Hardin-Baylor in Belton, Texas in May 1981. She 

completed the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center’s 

Women’s Health Care Advanced Nurse Practitioner Program in 

March 1995. She was the first person in the state of Texas to receive 

the Janet Emerson Public Health Servant Award presented by the  

Texas Association of Local Health Officials (TALHO) on December 

7, 2006. She currently serve on the Texas Association of County and 

City Health Officials (TACCHO) Executive Leadership Team, 

McLennan Community College Associate Degree Nursing Program 

Advisory Committee (served for 3 years as chairperson); representa-

tive on the Robbins College of Health and Human Sciences Dean’s 

Advisory Board; Board Member of City Mat CH; member of the AJ 

Moore Academies at University High School Business Advisory 

Board; a representative on the American Heart Association’s Go Red For Women   Campaign; 

Prosper Waco Health Steering Committee Co-Chair; and the Carter Blood Care Central Texas 

Business    Leaders’ Advisory Board. She is a member of Texas Nurse Practitioners Association 

and Texas Public Health Association. She is a member of Trinity African Methodist Episcopal 

Church where she serves as a Stewardess, Sunday School teacher, New Members Class teacher, 

Steward, and local Lay President. She is also a member of the Choir and Missionary Society. 

      SHERRY WILLIAMS 



Linda Brown (Also known as Linda Brown 
Thompson) was the daughter of the lead 
plaintiff Oliver Brown in the landmark 
Brown v. Board of Education case that pio-
neered desegregation in the United States. 
The case was part of a group of cases brought 
by the NAACP Legal Defense Fund to chal-
lenge the "separate but equal" doctrine.  At 
the time of the suit, Mr. Brown was a welder 
in Topeka, Kansas but he would eventually 
be ordained a minister in the AME Church 
and served on the staff of St. Mark's,            
Topeka, Kansas and was honored by the 
Council of Bishops posthumously at the 2004 
General Conference. Linda Brown was also a 
member of St. Mark's and served as a choir 
member and as the church's pianist for over 
40 years. 
 
 
Ms. Brown was a tireless advocate for school  
desegregation and educational reform 
throughout her life. Long-time friend Mrs. 
Loretta Moore of the 5th Episcopal District 
shared the following remarks: "The Linda 
Brown I will remember was a lady of quiet 
dignity who responded to the harsh blows 
that life handed her with strength and deter-
mination to persevere and succeed. She had a 
sweet spirit and spoke softly.  Linda did not 
insist on claiming the limelight. She accepted 
speaking invitations at local schools and 
churches as readily as she honored major 
speaking engagements throughout the world. 
Her legacy has and will continue to impact 
the education of children for generations." 
 
 
Service arrangements have been entrusted to 
Peaceful Rest Funeral Chapel. 

Page 6 

Volume 4, Issue 3 

Desegregation pioneer and lifelong AME member Linda 
Brown of Brown v. Board of Education dies at age 76 

https://thechristianrecorder.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8253b0952c51f2b3dcb331ea6&id=9489d6bea8&e=33fa2fe884
https://thechristianrecorder.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8253b0952c51f2b3dcb331ea6&id=9489d6bea8&e=33fa2fe884
https://thechristianrecorder.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8253b0952c51f2b3dcb331ea6&id=5908b9d626&e=33fa2fe884


During the 2016 Executive Board Meeting of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, The Supervisor’s Council 
presented a powerful resolution, and it was imme-
diately approved by International WMS President 
Dr. Shirley Cason Reed that addressed “Common 
Ground for Common Sense Gun Reform.” And, a 
copy of this resolution and action was sent to Pres-
ident Barak Obama, members of the United States 
Senate, members of the United States House of 
Representatives, and the National Gun Lobby. In 
2016, all members of the Women’s Missionary 
Society were encouraged to make a positive and 
profound impact by committing to three specific 
actions to help increase gun control, save lives, 
build safer communities and reduce crime without  
waiting on Congress.  • Pray EVERYDAY for 
those affected by gun violence. • Contact local, 
state and federal legislators in support of gun safe-
ty legislation. • Vote..Vote..Vote!!!!…And, en-
courage others to responsibly exercise their votes 
for candidates who support common sense gun 
safety legislation and reform. But, sadly numerous 
tragedies such as, Sandy Hook, The Theatre Mas-
sacres, The Emanuel Nine, The Las Vegas Massa-
cre, Virginia Tech Massacre, The Orlando Night 
Club,  Sutherland Springs and The Stoneman              
Douglas High School (just to name a few) have 
continued to occur in recent headlines regarding 
gun violence. These mass shootings in America are 
a serious problem!  No other developed nation 
comes close to the rate of the United States. Ac-
cording to the Gun Violence Archive, Americans 
own an estimated 265 million guns, more than one 
gun for every four adults in America. Data also 
reveals there is a mass shooting – defined as 
FOUR or more people shot in one incident, not 
including the shooter – NINE out of every TEN 
days on an average.  The violence has to stop – 
The senseless murders must end – We can not lose 
another life prematurely in this country to vio-
lence!  You may ask yourself, “What can I possi-
bly do to help end these shootings and senseless 
massacres?”  NOW... Now is the time for this 
country to NOT just have real conversations, but 
REAL ACTION on sensible gun control laws! 
NOW…. now is the time to confront President 

Donald Trump, law makers and politicians to make 
our demands known: Demand One: No more assault 
or high powered weapons- Demand Two; Stronger 
and Thorough Background Checks - Demand Three: 
Comprehensive Mental Health Checks – Demand 
Four: Raise the age to legally buy weapons!   
Missionaries, MOMS, Millenniums and other biparti-
san supporters …..we must aggressively join forces 
with the #never again movement to be strong agents 
of change! We must march to Capitol Hill, call and 
write our respective lawmakers, and Wayne LaPierre 
and his NRA army to let them know that we shall 
take our authority as an UNSTOPPABLE force until 
our demands have been met… until the senseless and 
premature deaths murders have ceased and until 
COMMON SENSE GUN Legislation has been              
enforced! And, if we are to continue to positively and 
profoundly… “Transform Lives, Build Communities 
and Impact the World”, gun reform and common 
sense legislation  must be a MAJOR PRIORITY for 
the Women’s Missionary Society at the Connection-
al,  Episcopal, Conference, Area and Local levels. 
We must solicit the continued support of the entire 
Connectional A.M.E. Church, our families, friends  
and associates to join this effort. And, we must re-
member in November!  
 
“These tragedies must end. And, to end them, we 
must be the change!” 

-Former President Barack Obama  
  
 
Bishop John F. White,   Commission Chair 
Global Witness and Ministry  
 
Dr. Shirley Cason-Reed    
International  WMS President  
 
Mrs. Penny White   President, Supervisor’s Council  
 
Deborah Taylor King    
Connectional Chair, Christian Social Action   
 
And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due 
season we will reap, if we do not give up!! Galatians 
6:9 (ESV) 
 
Article from Christian Recorder 

Enough is Enough … The Massacres,  Murders & Mayhem MUST stop!   
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By Rev. Samuel Williams, Jr. 
Christian Recorder 
 
There are a series of truths facing nationwide church 
leaders when it comes to creating a safe worship en-
vironment for congregants. In essence, churches 
seemingly are no longer considered a Christian’s 
hallowed ground or safe sanctuary in the 21st centu-
ry. The realistic truth is while America buries its col-
lective heads in the sand, at some point and time, the 
nation must face the fact that native Christians to the 
United States are being targeted and murdered di-
rectly on their worship campuses. Carl Chinn, author 
of Evil Invades Sanctuary tracks shootings and other 
attacks on houses of worship. In 2012, he counted 75 
deaths from attacks at faith-based groups. There 
were 135 “deadly force incidents” in 2013 and 638 
since he started tracking incidents in 1999. Guns 
were used in more than half the incidents. The 
shocking truth is that since Chinn’s church shooting 
data has been accumulated as far back as 2013, five 
years later, church attacks have become more ag-
gressive, brazen, and deadly. In 2015, Dylan Roof 
gunned down nine members of Emanuel AME 
Church, located in Charleston, South Carolina. The 
victims were brutally gunned down while they 
prayed after the completion of Bible study. In 2017, 
26 Christians were slain in Plato, Texas, when a 
shooter named Devin Kelley entered the church with 
guns blazing. The attacks shared one common shoot-
er trait while the style of attacks varied greatly. The 
common trait that both shooters shared was that both 
were men in their 20s and both allegedly suffered 
from some form of mental illness. One sad truth for 
the Connectional AME Churches is that in June 
2015, Roof, then 21, a high school dropout, and an 
avowed white supremacist, was convicted in Decem-
ber 2016 on 33 counts of federal hate crimes. In Jan-
uary, jurors sentenced him to death. A report from a 
psychological evaluation commissioned by his attor-
neys stated that Roof was diagnosed with autism 
spectrum disorder “based on the presence of symp-
toms of social communication challenges and atypi-
cal behaviors.” It further stated that his autism symp-

 

toms cut him off from 
society and “without 
input from competing 
viewpoints, Roof went 
online, read and be-
lieved misinformation 
about African Ameri-
cans, and developed a 
strong preoccupation 
with racism. Even sad-
der is that this church 
shooting was written off 
as a hate crime since 
Roof’s end game was to 
ignite a race war. 
The sobering truth, and 
the one that put church leaders nationwide on alert 
that Christians were indeed targeted, was Kelly’s 
deadly mass shooting at First Baptist Church in 
Sutherland Springs, Texas. Kelley killed 26 people, 
including the 14-year-old daughter of the church’s 
pastor, and injured even more. Kelley, age 26 at the 
time of the shooting, was once a member of the US 
Air Force and served in logistics readiness at Hollo-
man Air Force Base in New Mexico, starting in 
2010. Kelley was court-martialed in 2012 for two 
counts of Article 128 of the Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice, assault on his spouse and assault on 
their child. Kelley received a bad conduct discharge, 
confinement for 12 months, and a reduction in rank, 
she said. Clearly, he had issues. 
 
Samuel Williams, Jr. is a licentiate minister under 
the Rev. Dr. Lee P. Washington at Reid Temple AME 
Church in Glenn Dale. Williams is also a second-
year Master of Divinity student at Payne Theologi-
cal Seminary. Williams is an internationally-
published author who holds the distinction of being 
the first African American writer to pen a major 
Sherlock Holmes adventure (Anomalous: The Ad-
ventures of Sherlock Holmes featuring Jack Johnson 
and Alphonse Capone). Williams has over two dec-
ades experience as a journalist and grant writer. In 
addition, he currently serves as Board of Director 
President of the Riverdale Park Arts Council 
(RPAC). 

Series of Truths Face Church Leaders Regarding 
Security for Congregants in 2018: Part I 
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Step 5:   Make your Money Work for You! 
  
“Money is the ONLY cash asset that works seven 
days a week.”  
Richard Allen Lewis, Sr. 
 
It is no big secret! Everybody knows that they want 
to make their money increase. To do so, you have to 
discipline to pay yourself! Tithe to yourself! If you 
do not tithe unto God, you will not tithe unto your-
self. Pay yourself at least one-tenth of your earnings. 
You must learn to control your spending so that you 
can increase your savings and then your savings can 
become investments. Money in your pocket will be 
spent on foolish things. You have to make your earn-
ings work for you. After you pay bills and have 
tithed to God, put 10% or more away to invest. Do 
this for one whole year. If you are a true investor, 
you will have saved one-tenth of your salary. That 
means if you make $50,000 a year you should be 
able to save $5,000. Stop spending foolishly. Start 
thinking wisely. Stop looking for easy money. Easy 
money is hard to make. First of all, there’s no such 
thing as easy money. You must invest your money 
wisely. If someone comes to you and tells you, “I 
know how you can increase your money” but their 
money never increases, do not give them your mon-
ey to invest. Now, if you are fortunate to be around 
someone who says, “I know of an investment that 
you can be a part of” and you know that they make 
money, you should take a chance. You can increase 
your money by being around people that increase 
their money. Everybody has a sad story that leads 
them to need to borrow your money. You must learn 
to say no. The “N” stands for “not” and the “O” 
stands for “option.” That is not an option. Say, “I am 
sorry I cannot lend you my money right now.” 
This is how money increases. Money is like chil-
dren. You take that first child and invest the $5,000. 
The next year, you take the money that you made 
from the first child (money) plus what you have con-
tinued to save. Now, you invest these monies. They 
are essentially grandchildren. Your grandchildren 
are making money for you. Your grandchildren or 
the $5,000 should at least multiply to $10,000 or 

 

$15,000. Then, take those grandchildren and make 
great-grandchildren work for you. You’re increasing 
your investments. It’s more money, more money, 
and more money! The reason this series is called 
“The Bridge to Financial Freedom” is because you 
have to cross over. We are so used to doing things 
the same old way and getting the same result. You 
have to change. You have to pull yourself up by the 
bootstraps and say, “I am the head and not the tail!” 
You can do it—all you have to do is take these easy 
steps: 
  

Tithing (pay God first) 

Control your spending 

Start paying yourself 

Make your home a profitable investment for you  

and your family 

Make your money work for you 

Guard your money from loss 

Increase your ability to learn about money by  

reading 

Increase your ability to research money 

Invest your money 

  
The money will come to you if you are able to save 
one-tenth of your earnings. A wise person will know 
that they need to multiply their money and will start 
saving. Make sure you are investing with people 
who know how to invest their money. Please stop 
lending your money to people who keep borrowing 
from you and never pay you back. Stop listening to 
the sad stories. Stop listening to the trickster in peo-
ple who are always scheming. If they are spending 
their money foolishly, they want to spend your mon-
ey foolishly as well. If someone comes to you and 
tells you they do not have money to pay their rent, 
cell phone, or car, look and see how they are 
dressed. Ask the question, “What are you spending 
your money on?” You are paying for their mistakes! 
Stop enabling bad behaviors and habits! 
 
Article from Christian Recorder 

A.M.E.Church Bridge to Financial Freedom 
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Rev. Dr. Jason Curry, Columnist,  
Christian Recorder 
One of my favorite sermons, preached by the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., is titled the “Drum Ma-
jor Instinct.” If you’ve never heard this outstanding 
sermon, I invite you to listen to it on YouTube. 
Throughout the course of the sermon, Dr. King 
talked about how our human inclination to receive 
personal recognition or to feel “important” among 
others has often hurt the feelings of innocent people 
in our human family. If we must be first, according 
to Dr. King, we should be first to love and first to 
help others. 
Recently, I read a passage of scripture in the book of 
Numbers which caused me to reflect on Dr. King’s 
characterization of the human personality. Accord-
ing to Number 13:33, “There we saw the Nephilim 
(the Anakites come from the Nephilim); and to our-
selves we seemed like grasshoppers, and so we 
seemed to them.” 
Moses sent spies to view the land of Canaan; a land 
that had been promised to the Israelite people (see 
Genesis 12:7 and Exodus 6:8). Even though the land 
was promised to them, the Israelites were reluctant 
to claim it. In short, they viewed themselves as 
grasshoppers or weak, small, insignificant, and 
afraid of other animals and people. They saw them-
selves as potential victims instead of achievers and 
inheritors of the Promised Land. 
The spies sought to graft this “faithless” worldview 
onto the entire Israelite people. One may argue that 
they were in the process of developing and convey-
ing a “grasshopper complex.” Through Moses’ suc-
cessor, Joshua, the Israelites eventually reached the 
Promised Land. Joshua and others fought against 
this emerging grasshopper complex and claimed 
what God had promised them. 
As a Christian people, we must guard ourselves 
against an unproductive, grasshopper complex. He-
brews 11:1a says, faith “is the assurance of things 
hoped for” and fear cannot occupy the same place. 
God has often revealed to many of us that God will 

 

guide us in our careers, take care of our families,   
 
 
assist us in finding or keeping a meaningful relation-
ship, and help us manage our finances. Through our 
devotion, worship, prayers, and conversations with 
seasoned Christians, we have clearly heard God’s 
voice. 
The challenge of receiving or implementing God’s 
promises to us may be great; however, we must al-
ways resist developing a grasshopper complex. 
When faced with the challenge of having the faith to 
embrace what God has promised me, I am comforted 
by God’s words through the prophet Jeremiah, “For 
surely I know the plans I have for you, says 
the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 
give you a future with hope. (29:11).” 
  
The Rev. Dr. Jason Curry currently serves as the 
dean of the Fisk Memorial Chapel, an Assistant Pro-
fessor of Psychology, and the Associate Vice Presi-
dent for Institutional Effectiveness and Accredita-
tions at Fisk University. He is an ordained itinerant 
elder in the African Methodist Episcopal Church 
and has written various academic articles, a 
book, The Star Book on Pastoral Counseling, and is 

Overcoming a Grasshopper Complex: Claiming 
God’s Promises through Faith 
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By Rev. Mark Whitlock, 5th Episcopal District 
Christian Recorder 
 
I posted a question on Facebook at the beginning of 
2018. It asked, “Whatever happened to Black Lives 
Matter?” The question wasn’t prompted by animosi-
ty, despite the disagreements between clergy and 
BLM. To my surprise, Melina Abdullah, a BLM LA 
leader, responded. 
Many of my fellow Black clergy members have no 
interest in BLM. Some don’t like the strong LGBTQ 
focus. Some don’t like their aggressive tactics, 
which often devolve into a confrontation. One event 
has stuck in the minds of Black clergy: BLM activ-
ists disrupted an event in 2015 with Mayor Eric Gar-
cetti at Holman United Methodist Episcopal Church, 
one of the oldest Black churches in Los Angeles, and 
a touchstone of the civil rights movement. Many of 
my clergy friends have held this against BLM. I, too, 
felt some resentment towards BLM for their lack of 
respect for the traditions of decorum and respect in a 
House of God. 
Yet, I also have admired the BLM from a distance 
and generally agreed with their proposed goals. We, 
as a Black community, must stop the killing of inno-
cent Black lives by biased police officers. Police vi-
olence is not a new phenomenon. Jimmie Lee Jack-
son, a civil rights advocate, was killed by the police 
in 1965, and Martin Luther King called for pastors to 
march against this injustice. Today, BLM is answer-
ing King’s call. Many of the young people in my 
church are part of the movement. BLM seems to be 
the space where the next generation can explore civ-
ic engagement on its own terms. In fact, I’ve been 
told that I was too old to participate in this new 
movement! 
So, I was surprised when Melina Abdullah invited 
me to participate in a BLM demonstration against 
Los Angeles District Attorney Jackie Lacey for her 
failure to prosecute police officers accused of bias 
and undue violence. I know Jackie Lacey, the first 
Black female district attorney and I felt uncomforta-
ble going to protest against a friend. I prefer to en-
gage with public officials around difficult matters 
behind closed doors, in contrast to BLM’s method of 

 

confrontation in the public square. 
Nonetheless, I accepted the invitation. When I got to 
the site of the protest, Dr. Abdullah immediately em-
braced me with a hug, though at that point we only 
knew each other through social media. There were 
many familiar grassroots civil rights leaders at the 
event and people of various ethnic groups, genders, 
and age ranges. I did not see any other church lead-
ers. 
Dr. Abdullah asked me to pray to start the program. I 
had intended to slip into the safe non-confrontational 
background but she pulled me to the forefront of the 
event. I was out of my comfort zone and afraid of 
being outed by other clergy for supporting BLM. I 
was filled with doubt for even coming! My mind 
raced for a means of escape but I am an ordained 
minister of a social justice denomination. The AME 
Church is known for marching and speaking truth to 
power. I reluctantly accepted the portable micro-
phone and offered my prayer. 
As I started praying for the families of men and 
women killed by police officers, I was surprised at 
how comfortable I felt. Following the prayer, I dis-
covered the event was much more than a protest 
against the Los Angeles District Attorney’s Office. It 
was a method of bringing the community togeth-
er and the members of BLM wanted to embrace 
members of the church. 
  
Article originally published at: https://crcc.usc.edu/
when-a-pastor-shows-up-at-a-black-lives-matter-
protest/ 
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By John Thomas, III, Editor, Christian Recorder 
We are constantly exposed to information and connected through social 
media outlets and the internet. This connectivity allows us to share and re-
ceive instant communication and create community. We can keep up with 
friends that we have not seen in years, see videos from family gatherings 
hundreds of miles away, and virtually travel to any place across the globe. 
This phenomenon has also impacted how we evangelize and witness as 
Christians. Worship services are live-streamed, Facebook and Instagram are 
used to share scripture and devotionals, and “virtual” members are redefin-
ing the concept of a congregation and fellowship. Greater connectedness 
and information have provided great gains but at what cost? 
Recently, I attended the funeral of a prominent and well-beloved               
clergyperson. Prior to the service, many of the attendees spent time          
conversing and sharing fond memories about the deceased. Before I took 
my seat, I received a text message from a concerned friend regarding the 
posting of a photo on Facebook which displayed the body in the casket. There were arrangements to have the 
funeral streamed via a live feed, so it was not as if the deceased would not be seen by the public. Yet, the          
social media posting of the casket photo seemed inappropriate and wrong. 
Reflecting on the funeral and the jarring photo, I think about the impact of social media and technology on our 
sacred spaces. We are just as likely to use our phones to read a scripture in service as we are to simultaneously 
check text messages and news alerts. How do we embrace the benefits of technology while at the same time 
preserving the sacredness and holiness that we need to maintain not only in our places of worship but also our 
own personal lives? 
Discernment, common sense, and etiquette are the key. Just because you can share something does not mean 
you should. In this environment, there is a stiff competition for “likes” and “views.” However, there are some 
things that—no matter how much attention they may grab—should be kept in a space of reverence. During a 
revival I attended, the preacher stated, “What I am about to say is for the people in this room, so please stop 
streaming.” I was pleased to see most persons lower their cellphones and there was a tangible anointing that 
manifested itself in the room. Sanctuaries are holy places of worship and there are times that protecting that 
sacred space means keeping some activities in-house. 
Social media and the internet provide awesome tools for us to communicate with the wider world as well as to 
share our Christian faith. When it comes to how we use these tools in our sacred spaces, we must be mindful 
that everything we do should be in a spirit of reverence and not to gain attention or show a level of access. 
Just as there is a time to shut off from the world to maintain our personal sacred space, we as Christians must 
also protect the sacred spaces in our houses of worship so that they continue to serve their purpose as reverent 
temples to God. 
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